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The Variance between Real and Nominal 
Chriſtians conſidered; and the Cauſe of 
it explained. T 


A 


SERMON 


By H. VEN N, A. M. 


Late Fellow of Queen's-College, CamBripce, 


Joan xvii. 14. 


I have given them thy Word; and the World hath hated them, 


becauſe they are not of the World, even as I am not of the 
World. | 


ä 


„6 


L ON D O N: 


Printed for J. Townsznp, at the Corner of 
White-Friars, in Fleet-Street. 


M. DCC. LIX. 


\ 
/ 


14 


2 


A 


oT 


QOIT AMT oHgt] 41975 10 1 AITei An 


N 
** 


. 

97. 47, 
boi 20 1 
- 


* 
12 
* . 
— * A k 
a 
8 oy he" 5 
oF N= 28 


* 
4 

N . 

—_ - on, 

* 
* > 
4 1 4 
* 5 L £ 
JL #4 ws 4 % 


is 


4% 


Titi 


ban of V7 


f > Ct R 
of p , © 4 I. 4 7 


$2 , 3 ; 1 n 
8 211 1529 
a 7 va 

— 22 
s 1 7 
195 
d 
, ”< 
I, 8 
A 2 
2 2 
*. 
. *. 
— 16 * 
4 0 
#. a 
i» 


7 * — , 
— - fa - L * 1 1 415 
» 14 eHIID IDE 
* - * Fa ＋ 
» N o 4 * S 
i aura ml 
# „ 78 * 410 171 
— 47 * "'S” — CI 
* 
o N * 
— 1 Z 
SITS 64 SE <- 7 1 210 } 
hs „ 235% 23 $5 180 
184 


TO ALL 
CHRISTIANS of every DENOMINATION, 
Who find Themſelves 
Perſecuted, oppoſed, or emacs 
FOR THEIR 
Unfeigned Love, and zealous Obedience, 
10 THE 
Goſpel of our only Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
This plaia Diocoonen iikunkly 
DD EM 
TOGETHER, 


With his earneſt Prayers to GOD, 


THAT 


It may be made Effectual to comfort and 
| eſtabliſh their Hearts, 


By their 
Affectionate Brother, 


in our Common Faith, 


Clapham, 
June 20, 1759« 


H. VENN, 
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MATTHEW x. 35, 30. 


J am come to ſet a Man at Variance againſt 
bis Father, and the Daughter againſt her 
| Mother, and the Daughter-in-Law againſt 
her Mother-in-Law, and a Man's Foes, 
ſhall be they of his own Houſhold, 


HEN the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
was ſending forth his Apoſtles 
to preach the Goſpel, he fore- 
warned them of the fierce Op ppoſition and 
evil Treatment they were to meet with. 
And for the Admonition of all his Diſciples 
to the End of the World; he informs us, 
that after bloody and national Perſecutions 
of his faithful People ſhould ceaſe, his 
Name and Goſpel ſhould prove the Occa- 


W 


ſion of great and frequent Diſſentions, even 


amongſt neareſt Relations. And leaſt it 


ſhould be ſuppoſed there could be no Cauſe 
for ſuch Diſſention, given by him who wag 
himſelf, the Prince of Peace, and who re- 
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quired a meek and peaceful Temper from 
all his Followers; our Lord. declares, in 
the Words of the Text, that Variance and 
Hatred would be found, thongh by no 
Means the Deſign, yet the certain Event of 
his coming. 

Think not that F am come to ſend Peace 
upon Earth, i. e. ſuch a Peace as ſubſiſts 
between Sinners who mutually approye each 
others Infidel Opinions, and perfectly a- 
gree in the Purfuit of Vanity and Deluſion. 
T come, ſays our Lord, not to ſend Peace, 
but a Sword, i. e. a Doctrine quick and 
powerful, like a Sword, to pierce the 
Hearts of Sinners, and ſeparate them from 
their beloved Luſts ; and in Conſequence 
of this, to make a Diviſion, even amongſt 
deareſt Friends, and neareſt Relations: For 
Jam come to ſet a Man at Variance, ce. 

For our due Improvement of this Scrip- 
ture, I ſhall ſhew, 

I. In how many material Points the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is the Cauſe of Variance a- 
mongſt deareſt Friends, and neareſt Rela- 
tions. | | 
II. Prove it the neceffary, though me- 
jancholly Conſequence of ſuch Variance, 
that a Man's Foes, ſuch a one, who loves, 

and 


131 
and receives Jeſus Chriſt, as his Lord and Sa- 
viour, muſt be thoſe of his own Houſhold, 
when they will not receive him alſo. | 

III. Offer ſomething of Advice to both 
Parties, who find this Scripture fulfilled in 
in their own Houſe, and amongſt their own 
Relations and Friends, 

I. This Variance, which I am going to 
deſcribe, is not the ſimple Effect of ſub- 
mitting to the Truth, as it is in Jeſus. Tt 
ariſes. wholly from the vile Affections which 
naturally rule the Hearts of Men, filling 
them with Hatred to the Purity and Power 
of the Goſpel, and that Manner of Life, it 
indiſpenſably requires. The Blame there- 
fore of this Variance, is wholly to be 
charged on the Corruption of human Na- 
ture, and the unruly Wills and Affections 
of ſinful Men.----For was the Goſpel cor- 
dially received and univerſally obeyed, the 
very Name of Strife and Diviſion would be 
heard of no more. On the contrary, while 
it is either ſcornfully rejected, or profeſſed” 
with Hypocriſy and Partiality, fo long 
in every 'Town, and in every private Fami- 
ly, there muſt be Variance between thoſe 
who are unfeignedly his Diſciples, and thoſe; 
who are at beſt but falſe Profeſſors of Reve- 
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rence and Love to him. It muſt be ſo, 
becauſe every real Diſciple of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, receives from him fo 
much ſpiritual Wiſdom and Underſtanding, 
as to be habitually, and deeply impreſſed, 
with a Senſe of his own Condition in this 
preſent World. That he is a fallen, cor- 
rupted, ſinful Creature; ſtanding infinitely 
in need of Pardon and Redemption, which 
mult be obtained before he dies. That he 
has but a ſhort Time (how very ſhort, the 
Almighty Lord of Life only os): to con- 
tinue in the World. 

That a Work of much Difficulty, but 
infinitely greater Importance, muſt be ac- 
compliſhed in this Life; the Reconciliation 
of a Heart, naturally averſe to God, to 
the Love of his Wiſdom, Purity, and 
Will. 

Every one who truly believes what Chriſt 
teaches him, muſt believe moſt aſſuredly, 
that if he dies before this great and gracious 
Change is wrought in him, he cannot ſee 
Gop, or be meet for the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Light; that his Soul muſt be 
loſt, that immortal Soul, the Salvation of 
which, is the one Thing needful ; and for 

the 
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the Sake of which, Life itſelf is continued 
to him. 

Add to this, that the Lord Teſs Chriſt 
calls all his Diſciples to Watchfulneſs, a- 
gainſt the many Snares and Temptations, 
which are ever near to hurt, and ready to 
deſtroy. He warns them againſt Confor- 
mity to vain Cuſtoms ;---againſt ſeeking 
Honour and Eſteemi among Men ;--againſt 
being luke-warm and formal as the Mul- 
titude and gives them frequent Notices; 
that a ſubtle, malicious Spirit, 18 their 
implacable Adverſary. Theſe Things are 
firmly believed d by every real Diſciple of 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

IT. Now what Variance and Contratiety i in 
Sentiments, muſt this Light and Wiſdom ſet 
up in their Minds, occaſion between them and 
their neareſt Relations, and deareſt Friends; 
who are altogether unaccuſtomed to con- 
ſider themſelves as Sinners, and Strangers 
upon Earth. Who, if they know indeed 
their Spirits are immortal, yet feel nothing of 
their Depravity and Fall from Gop, perceive 
no Neceſſity of an inward univerſal Change; 
and ſo far from looking upon themſelves as 
having here no continuing City, promiſe 


themſelves Length of Days; and will by 
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no Means admit the Thought, that the 
World lieth in Wickedneſs, and that, be- 
fore a Man can pleaſe Gop, he muſt ac- 
tually renounce its moſt favourite Maxims, 
and act in direct Oppolztivn, to its EO 
ing Manners. 

Is it poſſible, even to conceive_ a 
wider Difference, a greater Diſagreement 
in Judgment, than muſt neceſſarily ſub- 
ſiſt, between Perſons ſo oppoſite in the 
Views they have of themſelves, and che 

World they inhabit ? 
But was the Variance only in Opinion ? 
Did theſe Truths float in the Brain, it would 
be little and inconſiderable: Since if Men 
act as we do, it is ſelf-evident, that no Set 
of Notions, however ſpiritual, or ſeeming to. 
exalt the Glory of Gop, can put Men in a 
better State with Reſpe& to him, till they 
are practically improved: But as the Un- 
derſtanding of the real Diſciples of Chriſt 
are enlightened, ſo ate their Will and Af- 
fections influenced and changed. They 

not only acknowledge the Salvation of their 
Souls to be the one Thing needful, but ac- 
tually apply themſelves with a conſider- 


able Degree of Ardour and Concern to ob- 


tain it. They read the Word of God with 
all Reverence and Attention, to get Inſtruc=- 
tion 


1 
tion in this moſt important Work. As 
they believe no Evil fo great as Sin, no 
Miſery ſo inſufferable as iT, Senſe of Gop's 
Diſpleaſure againſt them; they daily in ear= 
| neſt pray to be delivered from it, and to be 
made Partakers of that Faith in the Son of 
Gor, to which Pardon and Acceptance 
are exprefſly promiſed. When they have 
happily obtained this ineſtimable Mercy; 
it inclines them to be more ſober, vigilant, 
and circumſpect, that their Behaviour may 
adorn the Goſpel : That not only their 
Dealings with others, may be irreproach- 
able, but even the general Tenor of their 
Converſation, ſuch as may make them- 
ſelves and their Friends, more wiſe, zea- 
lous, and ſpiritually- minded. Hence they 
have Pleaſure, in confirming each other in 
the Perſuaſion, that all outward Advan- 
tages, though fo proudly boaſted of, and 
vehemently purſued, are empty and un- 
fatisfying, without the Love of God is 
ſhed abroad in the Heart. With Joy they 
ſpeak of the Light, the Power, the ma- 
nifold Grace that is prepared for, and now 
conferred on, all that believe in the Name 
of Gop's only begotten Son. Their De- 
light is daily in the Perfections, the Pro- 
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miles, and the Victories of the Redeemer: 3 
and in recounting the rich Advantages they 
enjoy, who depend on him alone, above 
thoſe who truſt in themſelves, as ing 
either Strength or Righteouſneſs. | 
Theſe Topics, in vaſt Variety of Views, 
for ever charming, and for ever new, are 
the conſtant Subjects of Converſation a- 
mongſt thoſe who deſire to keep a lively 
Senſe upon their Minds, of their own 
Chriſtian Character, and Obligations to 
Gop.. 

Now what Valance, in the conſtant and 

favourite Subjects of Diſcourſe, muſt this 
_ neceffarily occaſion, in a Family, or a= 
mongſt Friends and Relations, whoſe Con- 
verſation is perpetually of another Strain; 
who, after having paid the worthleſs Tri- 
bute of a few formal Prayers in the Morn- 
ing, favour not, all the Day long, the 
Things which be of Gor, but thoſe 
Things which be of Men. Who keep out 
of Sight, no leſs than if they were the 
Lies of mercenary Prieſts, or the Diſgrace 
of human Nature, all the glorious Truths 
of Redemption. Whoſe vain Diſcourſe, 
has no other Tendency than to fill the 
- Underſtanding with falſe Conceptions of 
6 | | the 
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the Value and Importance of Things tem- 
poral; than to maintain the Lawfulneſs, 
nay Expediency of Living in the moderate 
Gratifications of Pride, Senſuality, and 
Covetouſneſs. 

In Diſcourſe therefore, and the Choice 
of agreeable Subjects for Converſation, no 
two fiery Patrons of oppoſite Factions ; 
Bigots of different Sects, can fo widely 

vary from each other, or be ſo unfit to 
join together, as the real and pretended 
Chriſtian. For what the one reliſhes as the 
very Savour of Life unto his Soul, as a 
Foretaſte of the Language of Heaven, as 
the only Subject to be inſiſted on without 
Wearineſs or Satiety; the other eſteems 
inſipid, if not ſurfeiting; grows angry 
with, as hypocritical Cant, and enthuſia- 
ftic Jargon. No Sincerity or Uniformity 
of Conduct, can make him endure it, or 
induce him to believe it; the Overflowings 
of real Love to, and Delight in the Bleſ- 
ſed God. Whilſt, on the other Hand, 
neither the moſt ſparkling Wit, nor the 
moſt perfect good Humour; nor all the 
Accompliſhments of Breeding, can make - 
the Chriſtian, take Pleaſure in that 

„ | Worldly 
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Worldly Converſation, which is at beſt 
un Maw fy and often agrievin 8 | the Spi- 
rit of Gop. 

But in Points ſtill more impor- 
tant than either Opinion or Diſcourſe, 
does this Variance between real Chriſtians, 
and thoſe who profeſs themſelves only ſuch, 
diſcover itſelf. i. e. In their Pleaſures, and 
in their Deſigns. When real Chriſtians 
have diſcharged their Worldly Buſineſs, 70 
which they apply. themſelves with diligent Ap- 
plication as their Lord has commanded them, 
their Pleaſure and Delight, is to retire to 
converſe with the bleſſed Book of God : 
To enter into the Meaning and full Im- 
port of the glorious Character Gop therein 
gives of Himſelf. To meditate on the 
Promiſes of -his Grace, on the Method of 
his great Salvation, and by this Means to 
grow in Grace, and in the Love and Know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. _ 
Then to pour out their Complaints before 
God, to confeſs every defiling Temper or 


Thought, and implore more purifying 
Grace: Or at other Times when they have 


more Leiſure from their Occupations, the 


real Chriſtian's Delight, is to be with the 
Saints that are in the Earth, and ſuch as 
| | S's 


tn 
excel in Virtue, old experienced Travellers 
in the Paths of Life, from which they 
would never ſtray. ---- In converſing with 
ſuch, they taſte the Pleaſures of Friendſhip 
in their higheſt Perfection, and find that 
as Iron ſharpeneth Iron, fo doth the 


Countenance of a Godly Man, his Friend. 


How contrary to all this Practice, is the 
Way and Faſhion of thoſe who call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, but inwardly are not ſo : 
Their leiſure Hours, if they have a Turn 
for Reading, are wholly taken up with 
fooliſh and impertinent Books : Hiſtories 
of Scandal or Intrigue ; at. beſt in getting 


Acquaintance with CharaQters and Tranſ- 
actions of little real Benefit to their own 


Minds: Or in the Works of ſome Poetic 
Fancy, void of every Spark of hallowed 
Fire. If they love not Books, they get rid 


of their Time by Haunting the Play-Houſe, 


or the Tavern, by Gaming, or Playing at 
Cards, fimply to amuſe, or by Viſiting to 
hear the Follies and Miſeries of every 
Neighbouring Family related, and the dull 
tireſome Account of every trifling Occur- 
rence ſince they met laſt. 

But what compleats the Vaciance be- 


tween real Chriſtians, and thoſe who have 


no 
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no more than the Name, is the great End 
for which they live, and the Deſign of all 
their Actions. The one ſeek not the Praiſe 
of Men, facrifice not to themſelves, by 
indulging their natural Incljnations, co- 
veting Money and Power, as if to berich, 
and to be great were the ſame Thing, as 

to be wiſe and happy. But this is the 
conſtant and great Deſign of which they 
never loſe Sight, to hear the Word of Gop, 


believe and do it; they know they were 


not redeemed with corruptible Things as 
Silver and Gold, but with the precious 
Blood of Chriſt, and on this Account are 
glad to preſent themſelves in all the Ways 
of Obedience and Duty, a living Sacrifice, 
acceptable unto Gop : So that whenever 
their Lord, ſhall come, they may be found 
of Him in Peace, without Spot, and Heirs 
of Eternal Glory. 

With far other Deſign do all nominal 
Chriſtians live and a&. SELF is their Centre 
and their End; and the Enjoyment of 
Things temporal, their beſt, their only 
Happineſs. ' They ſay, come on, let us, 
buy and ſell, and get Gain: Add Field to 
Field, and Houſe to Houſe. Let us take our 
Eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry, for To- 

| | Mor- 
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Morrow ſhall be as this Day, and much 
more abundant. 

From hence it is undeniably evident, in 
how many moſt material Points there muſt 
neceſſarily be Variance between thoſe who 
only take upon them the Name, and juſt 


ſubmit to the Formalities of Chriftian . © 


Baptiſm, and Chriſtian Worſhip, and thoſe 
that are Chriſtians altogether. | 

In order to teach us how great this 
Variance is, the Scripture challenges us to 
point out any Thing of Importance, in 
which they can be of one and the ſame 
Mind. What Fellowſhip hath Righteouſneſs 
. with Unrighteouſneſs, or what Communion 
hath Light with Darkneſs, or what Concord 
hath Chriſt with Belial, or what Part hath 
He that beheveth with an Infidel. 2 Cor. vi. 
15. 16. Their Contrariety in Judgment, 
Inclination, and Practice is univerſal, and 
ſuch as will allow of no Agreement. 

By Conſequence, wherever the true 
Faith of Chriſt is, it will make a Diviſion 
even amongſt neareſt and deareſt Relations, 
the melancholy Effe& of which will be 
that a Man's Foes, the Man who is go- 
verned by the Wiſdom and Spirit of Chriſt, 
ſhall be they of his own e if they 
are 


Pp 


are not in like Subjection to the Goſpel. 
For who are to be accounted by Way of 
Eminence a Man's Foes? Not they who 
keep him down in the World, for he 
might riſe only to greater Ruin, and to 
increaſe the Depravity of his Soul: Not 


they who revile and ſlander his good Name, 


for this affords a noble Exerciſe for Faith, 


till the Omniſcient Gop ſhall make his 


Innocence clear as the Light, and his juſt 
Dealing as the Noon-Day. But thoſe Per- 
ſons, in the Judgment of Gop, are ac- 
counted a Man's Foes, who uſe all their 


Endeavours, too often, alas! with terrible 


Succeſs, to make him aſhamed of the Son 


of God ;: or afraid to be counted one of 


his Diſciples. Who uſe the Aſcend 


they. retain 'by Means of Duty, temporal 


Intereſt, or Affection, to make him re- 


turn back to the ſecure and unbelieving 


World, from which he has come out, as 


Lot from Sodom. 

Now in this principal Point, every real 
Diſciple of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, will find 
thoſe of his own Houſhold, who have not 


received the like precious Faith, his Foes. - 
He ſhall meet with cold Looks, and 
hard Speeches, even from thoſe whoſe 
Approbation next to that of God, 


and 


is. 


uk: 


and of his own Conſcience, he would moſt. 


rejoice in. He ſhall be pointed out as the 
Godly One of the Family, who has got a 


new Religion of his own, who thinks it a 
Sin to laugh, and that we muſt be always 
like Saints in Effigy, lifting up our Hands 


in Prayer, or be damned. In Families 
where Gentleneſs and Humanity prevail, 
all the ſoft Arts of Perſuaſion ſhall be 
uſed to bring ſuch a one off from religious 


Singularity, and to convince him there is 


no need of living in a Manner ſo oppoſite 
and diſtaſteful to the World, to approve 
ourſelves faithful to GOD. But if theſe 


Methods fail, the ſevere Puniſhment of a 
Parent's Diſpleaſure muſt be expected. And 


where Gop has permitted it, it has been 


often moſt ſeverely felt, by People in a 


State of Dependance, and eſpecially amongſt 


thoſe of low, Degree. Nor are we to 
wonder at this, ſince. the Reaſon of ſuch 


Behaviour is plain and obvious. All Men 
love to have their own Way of thinking, 
and Manner of Lite approved by others : 
They are never more diſpleaſed, than when 
their conduct is condemned, as full of 
Folly and full of Sin; than when they are 
told that, though Cuſtom and Faſhion. are 

now 
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now altogether on their Side, the Truth 
of Gop is great, and will at laſt prevail 
againſt them and overthrow them; there- 
fore it is at the Peril of their Souls, to con- 
tinue in their preſent State. Now though 
there may not a Syllable of this be ſaid in 
Words by the real Chriſtian, yet every for- 
mal Profeſſor, and merely nominal Chriſtian, 
cannot help inferring as much; for if, fays 
he to himſelf, he does not eſteem us as 
Counterfeits, why does he abſtain from our 
Ways as Filthineſs ? Why is his Life now fo 
different from ours, and his Ways of another 
Faſhion, and he himſelf clean contrary to our 
Domgs. Wis. ii. 12. Every Chriftian is 
made therefore, as it were to reprove the 
Thoughts of the Wicked, and thoſe who 
diſſemble in their double Hearts with Gov. 
Theſe Sinners are Proof againſt the moſt 
ſearching | Sermons of faithful Miniſters, 
which they ſeldom hear, and they can ex- 
cuſe themſelves in not obeying the Word 
of 'Gop, by ſuppoſing there are none who 
come up to that Rule of perfect Righteouſ 
neſs. But the Example in their own Houſe 
of a Chriſtian, is the living efficacious Ser- 
mon, which is always convincing them of 
mighty Power obtained by true Faith, 

and 
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and what an excellent Life it can ſupport 


with an even Tenor. This makes Men, 
though. unwillin gly, i perceive that amidſt 


very much of empty and loud Profeſſion, | 


very much of external Devotion, without 


any real Religion, there are ſome who 
have the Grace of Gop, and his Spirit 


dwe Uing in their Hearts, and who do not 


only differ from the World i in Sentiments, 


but deſpiſe its Vanities, and overcome all 
its Enchantments. And, where this Evi- | 
dence does not lead Men to implore the 
| fame Grace, it muſt make their Conſciences 


ſometimes trouble them with painful Mil- 


| 


givings, leaſt after all they ſhould be con- 
demned as Hypoerites. And therefore, till 
they can themſelves be brought in earneſt 


to ſet about leading a Chriſtian Liſe, they 


are 5 at thoſe, however near and 
dear to 


ſincerely ſeek it; and whoſe Example ſilently, 
yet moſt feelingly, upbraids them, for not 


having obtained the ſame Power for 


themſelves. 


Thus we ſee plainly the true Ground 


of the Variance between real and pre- 


tended Chriſtians, 


C IP 


em on other Accounts, who by : 
their whole Life and Practice, at once 4 


prove what Power is given unto them, who 
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The Bitterneſs with which in many 
Inſtances it is carried on, Experience 
fully proves. In what highly- favoured 
Corner of the World are they to be met 
with, who ſtudy to fulfil their Baptiſmal 
Vow, in earneſtly renouncing the Devil - 
and all his Works, the vain Pomp and 
Glory of the World, with all the covetous 
Defires of the ſame, and the carnal Deſires 
of the Fleſh, ſo that they will in no Degree 
follow or be led by them, and yet find no 
Variance between them, and their Friends, | 
and Relations? Who are thus Chriſtians 
in Spirit and in Practice, and are not often 
urged to prove like Paul before Feſtus, 
that they are not mad, but act ſteadily 
upon the Principles of Soberneſs and Truth? 
The Time would fail me, to relate the 
ſeveral Ways in which Cenſure, Oppoſition,” 
and Hatred, diſcover themſelves againſt 
thoſe who will carry the Matter of Religion 
farther than abltditin g from groſs Sins, and 
cuſtomary going to Church, even to the 
putting away Childiſh Paſtimes. And who. 
carry it ſo far as to think it is neither 
neceſſary nor innocent for Chriſtians, for 
Candidades for an eternal Heaven, allowed 


but a ſhort Time of Probation, t to conſume 
a third 
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- a third Part of their wakeful Houts, in 


what can neither inform the Underſtanding, | 


nor amend the Heart. No ſooner doth only 


ſuch a Diſagreement from (he general 


Method of ſpending Leiſare-Time become 
known, than a Rupture is opened between 
the Chriſtian and thoſe about him. And in 
Proportion as he remains reſolute and de- 
termined to be governed only by God's 
Word, to exerciſe Himſelf unto Godlineſs, 
and no leſs to condemn a careleſs uncon- 
cerned Temper about Things Eternal, 
than ' open Wickedneſs, and profligate 
Manners. No ſooner is this done; then, 


whoſoever he is, he ſhall ſee this Scripture 


was written for his Inſtruction, and is 


full-filled with Reſpect to himſelf. Nei- 
ther is this a Peculiarity in the preſent 


Age: Even ſoon after the national 


Bſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian Faith, and 
its Triumph over Pagan Idolatry, St. Auſ- 
tin, thus expreſſes himſelf on the Subject. 
It is a dangerous Temptation you are 
« expoſed to, by the Generality of looſe 
« Chriſtians, inſulting over the few ſtrict 
% Ones. And begin, ſaith he, whoſoever 
« thou art that heareſt me, to live as a 


« Chriſtian, and ſee, if you are not up- 


e braided for it, even by Chriſtians, ' 


0-8 ce but 
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« but in Name only, not in Life and 
«Manners. For not without Cauſe is the 
„ Croſs fixed in your Forehead as the Seat 
« of Shame-facedneſs, to teach a Chriſtian 
« that he ſhould not be aſhamed of the Re- 


« proach of Chriſt.” Pſalm 30. Conc: Ter. 


And whilſt- Human Nature continues un- 
der the Power of the ſame evil Principles, 


and Corruptions, the very ſame Enmity 


will and muſt diſcover itſelf againſt the 
Spirituality and Life of true Chriſtianity: 
What remains therefore, upon this Sub- 
je, is to offer with all Modeſty and Hu- 


mility ſome Advice, to both Parties who 


find this Scripture fulfiled in their own 
Houſe, and I their own | Relativns 
and Friends. ; 


III. You who meet with „teu 


Oppoſition, or Cenſure, becauſe you will 
live in all Obedience to the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
be jealous over yourſelves | that all your 
Behaviour is of a piece with your Pro- 
feſſion. Remember, you live amon gſt thoſe 
Who will, and have a Right to examine and 

ſift your Conduct. And who expect to find 
you "thamefully defective in ſome Points 


of plain and neceſſary Duty, whilſt you 
are * on Fire with Zeal for ſingular 


Opinions. 
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Opinions. Who expect that you will over- 
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look what is incumbent on you, to con- 


form to, in your Place and Station of a Child 


or Servant, -as what has nothing to do with 
the ſpiritual Life. Wheneyer this is the 
Caſe, you give juſt Cauſe for Cenſure and 
Oppoſition ; you create the Variance you 
complain of in a great Meaſure by your 
own Partiality in obeying the Goſpel, which 
gives this Rule never to be forgotten; 
Children obey your Parents in the Lord, for 
this is right. Ephe. vi. 1. Servants be 
obedient to them that are your Maſters, with 


fingleneſs of Eye and Good-will, doing Service 


as to the Lord, and not to Men, Whilſt 
therefore, on the one Hand you are ſtedfaſt 


and immoveable, not to ſpend your Time 
in Idleneſs, or give any Countenance to 


fooliſh Talking and Jeſting : Whilſt you are 
invincibly reſolute to bear Teſtimony by your 


Life and Practice againſt that Forgetfulneſs 


and Contempt of Gop, which, almoſt uni- 
verſally prevails; be equally careful that 
you excel in the Performance of all relative, 
ſocial Duties; and as far as the Law of your 
Gop will permit you, as far as you can 


without grieving the Spirit of Gop, and 
bringing Petriment to your Soul ; ſtudy to 
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be courteous and obliging. Thus prove to a1 
about you, that it is not Affectation and Self- 
conceit which alas! too often is the Caſe) 
that occaſions the Variance; but a wiſe unĩ- 
form Purpoſe, in every thing to be ruled 
and governed by the Word of Gop. By 
thus exhibiting the Beauty of Holineſs, 
the Heart of bitter and violent Oppoſers 
have been ſtolen away, and their Love by 
rees won, even againſt their Will. 

Be careful in the next Place to Watch 
againſt Enthuſiaſm, which is ſure to 
make a powerful Aſſault to get Poſſeſſion 
of your Mind, as ſoon as ever true 
Chriſtianity is entertained, For as that is 
entirely a Spiritual Service, begun, carried 
on, and compleated, by the Influence of the 
| Holy Ghoſt ; the Tranſition is very eaſy, 
into abſurd and diſgraceful Notions of be- 
ing led and moved by the Spirit, in Aﬀairs 
of no Moment to the Soul's s good. Hence 
ſome are perpetually talking in a moſt 
nauſeous Manner, of particular Intimations 
and Suggeſtions, how they are to act, in 
ſuch indifferent Matters, as whether they 
ſhall walk or fit ſtill, receive Benefit or not 
from particular Converſations ; and in a 
thouſand Inſtances of the moſt trifling 
Kind, to urge in Vindication of their own 
Way 
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Way and Will, that they muſt follow their 
inward Teachings. Now the Cenſure and 
Oppoſition excited by ſuch Behaviour, is 
not for Righteouſneſs Sake, but for En- 
thuſiaſm. The Work of the Spirit of Gop, 
and his Inſpirations, are given for other and 
more Divine Purpoſes. Not to ſuperſede the 
Uſe of Reaſoning from the Word of Gop, 
and applying the general Rules there laid 
down, to your particular Circumſtances, 
much leſs to give Directions which are not 
to be found in Gop's own moſt Holy 
Word. No, The Fruit of the Spirit, which 
is given and dwells in all them that are 
Chriſt's, is in all Goodneſs, and Righteouſ- 
neſs, and Truth. The Fruit of the Spirit, 
is Love, Foy, and Peace, ariſing from a 
ſenſe of Pardon and Acceptance with Gop. 
Power over Sin, Gentleneſs, Meekneſs, 
Temperance : And this Fruit produced 
within, by the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
through the Word of Gop and Prayer. 
By bringing forth this Fruit, you will ex- 
perience all the Variance the Text men- 
tions, whilſt nevertheleſs, your Warrant 
in Scripture: is clear and undeniable. On 
the contrary, by giving Heed to ſudden Im- 
pulſes, you are in the greateſt Danger of 

18 5 C 4 be- 
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being ſwallowed © -up of Vanity, and of 
treating the written Word itſelf, but as a 
dead Lecter, in Comp ariſon of your own 
Tig cht, and inward Suggeſtions in Danger 


_ of” opening. the Gates for all Deluſions to 


come in like a Flood; under the moſt vener- 
able Name of Spiritual Religion, till you, 
yourſelf, become like a Waye f the Sea, 
driven too and fro,” and” "Foſſe; Tet 
Wind of Doctrine. ———_—— 
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te > your 7. AU Station, otherwiſe 


than by 255 Examp le, but the contrary. 
Preſerve ) i AFERFpoted from the World, 
and its evil Manners and Maxims, and it 


18 enough great Work indeed, and ſo 


you will apprehend it, if you are carneſt 
and hearty i in it, as you ought.” That For- 
wardneſs towards Rebuke, and rectifying 
of Superiors, : wh ich feels like Zeal, is of- 
ten nothing better than Pride and Self- con- 
cert, which find this Way to ſcreen them- 
ſelves, and manage undiſcovered. Let 
your Perſeverance i in Mitknet,” Humility, 
and fervent Love to God, ſpeak: ebntinual- 
ly, for his Honour, and the Excellency of 
Rs Gofpel : Thus yu? will be ſafe; and 


in 
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in due Time, , When either your Situation 


is altered by the Providence of Gop, from 
your preſent State of Subjection; or you 
may be aſked the Reaſon of your ſingular 
Bel. aviour, you will be uſeful to the Souls 


| of others. 


Another Piece of Advice you . | 


do well to regard, is never to make what 
you ſuffer from unconverted Friends and 
Relations, the Subject of your Converſa- 
tion; for beſides, that this may indulge a 
ſecret Vanity and Self-Love; it is often the 
Cauſe of fomenting the Variance, and in- 
creaſing the Oppoſition. In this Caſe 
therefore, as the Prophet Micah ſpeaks, 
Chap. v. 7. Truſt ye not too eaſily in 4 


Priend, put ye not Confidence in a Guide; 
keep the Door of thy Mouth ; but with him, 


ſay, I will lock unto the Lord, I will wait 
for the God of my Salvation: My God will 
Hear me. Be much in Prayer, to him, in 
whoſe Hands are the Hearts of all Men. 


Intreat him to undertake for you, and to 
ſupport you under all Oppoſition, till your 
Friends and Relations are reconciled to 
that Wiſdom which is Fooliſhneſs to the 


World; til they alſo are brought to the 
. 


4 
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Knowledge of the true Gop, and Fun 
Chriſt, whom he hath ſent. 


And when you thus live in entire fads h 


jection to the Goſpel, giving no juſt, Occa- 
ſion for Blame and Perſecution ;. be not at 
all diſturbed, with all the Reproaches that 


fall on you, for Chriſtian. Singularity. Be- 


cauſe when Profaneneſs and Formality pre- 


vail almoſt univerſally, Singularity is your 


higheſt Wiſdom, no leſs than your bounden 
Duty. 

When to "oy" in all holy Obedierine to 
God, is ſtigmatized ; happy | are thoſe, 
who, on this Account, are moſt oppoſed 
and ridiculed. It is impoſſible for Gop to 


put a greater Honour upon you, than to 


give you an Heart, wholly to oppoſe and 


withſtand not only the Infidel, and the 


Scoffer, but all who honour Gop with 
their Lips, whilſt their Hearts are far from 
him. Nor can we ſuppoſe any will be 
found more beloved of Gop, nor receive 
from his free Grace, a brighter Crown of 


Everlaſting Glory, than thoſe who in the 
Flower of Youth and Beauty's Pride, gave 
unto Gop the Offering of a free Heart; were 
Confeſſors, for the Purity and Power of 

eng | his 
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his faving Truth, amidſt the Strife of 
Tongues ; under the Frowns and Scoffs of 
deareſt Friends, or moſt revered Relations ; 
like Noah's Dove, harmleſs and innocent, 
' ſeeking the Ark of Gop, without one 
Friend to encourage, one Earthly Counſel- 
lor to dire& ; the World, all the while, like 
the deep Water, threatening to deſtroy 
them. Be of good Chear, thou young Sol- 
dier of Jeſus; thou ſhalt accompliſh thy 
Warfare ; thou ſhalt be more than Conque- 
ror. He, that himſelf endured the Con- 
tradition of Sinners, and was not of the 


World, as thou art not of the World; is 


touched in a peculiar Manner, with a feel- 
ing of thine Infirmities ; he will not ſuf- 
fer you to be tempted above that you are 
able to bear. And marvel not, that the 
World hateth you, for ye know that it 
hated your Leader and Commander, before 
it hated you; if ye were of the World, 
the World would love its own 3 but becauſe 
ye are not of the World, but he hath' choſen 


you out of the. Wi , aq 568 * World 
hateth you. 


I proceed now in the laſt Ping to ad- 


dreſs myſelf to you, with all Deference, 
who 


— 
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ho take the Offence, and are at; Varianct 
with your Children, on Account of their 
Reſolution to live Godly in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Surely you ought to forgive them this 
Wrong; nay, to be thanktul, that whilſt 
ſo many Parents are. bewailing the extra- 
vagant Follies of their Children with ach- 
ing Hearts, doubting whereto theſe Exceſ- 
ſes may grow, yours give no Offence, but 
by fearing and loving GoD, mare than the 
World about them. Now before you trou- 
ble them farther on this Account, examine 
and prove yourſelves, whether you receive 
the Word of Gop,: as what it is in Deed 
and in Truth; the only Rule of Life, and 
what muſt judge you and your Children, at 
the all-deciſive Bar: Where Faſnhion and 
Cuſtom, ſo far from being admitted as a 
Plea, will not dare to appear in the Sinner's 


Defence: If you have the leaſt Doubt of 


this, be frank and open in confeſſing to 


your Children, your dreadful n 


from the Chtiſtian Faith. . 

But if you are not ſo far loſt * given 
over to a reprobate Mind ; if you are in- 
| deed | perſuaded; - the Word of Gop is 


1 can = condemn your Children as 


extra» 


d.. 


"NIC moſt alarming Scripture; and, do all that 
— go” tit upon their Minds; 
you, to 1 "= 
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extravagantiy ſingular, and mad with Re- 
gion, whilſt they are in no Point particu- 
lar, but ſuch as that Word of Truth and 
Righteouſneſs, makes abſolutely neceſſary? - 
No, if you believe, that thoſe, and only 
_ thoſe ſhalbinherit Glory, who are in Heart 
and Life, what the Scriptures require: If 
you believe this, you wall be the firſt, and 
the moſt earneſt, to encourage, to urge Jour, 
Children to. ſeparate: from the World, in 
the Manner of ſpending their Time, in the 
Subjects of their Converſation ; in their 
Aim and Defigns. You will impreſs. with 5 
all the Weight your Authority gives, that 


ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate; for Wie 
zs the. Gate, and broad is the Way: that. 
leadeth to Deſtruttion, and many there be 
that go in thereat, becauſe ſtrait is the Gate, 
and narrow is the Way that leadeth unto _ 
Lie, and few there be that find it. 
On the Contrary, if you are the Cauſe of. 
turning them. out of that ſtrait and narrow. 


Way, into which, by the Grace of Gop, 
they are brought: What ſevere Accuſa- 
tions of Conſcience would you feel, ſhould. 
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God take your Children from you-in- 4 
Bloſſom of Youth. Would it not cut you 
to the Heart, to hear them on the Bed of 
Languiſhing, and in the Views of ap- 
Proaching Death, tell you? That the bit- 
ter Aecuſation of their Conſcience, is more 
than they can bear; for having conformed 
to the World, againſt their better Judg- 
ment, in Compliance with your Requeſt; 
that they are in 1 leſt having 
been aſhamed hriſt and his Words, 
through the Oppoſition they met with at * 
Home, he ſhould be aſhamed of them, 
when they moſt Want his Favour. Were 
vou to ſee : a Child of your own, in ſuch a 
Conffict in its dying N ay, 1 bat” 
Wound "avail al y your deceitful Fondneſs,' to 
' raiſe it in the World, or . it eu. 
to every body? 
May 'Gop, by his Grace by Holy Spi- 
rit, deliver all you, ho are Parents, from 
this Miſery. Make you perceive that it is 
| your bounden Duty, and 'rejoice in it as 
your Priviledge, to feed the Lambs com- 
mitted to your” Charge, even your own 
chiluren. May you ſhew the Wiſdom and 
Strength of 4 „ for them, by 


your 
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x your Coteern for their better and immor- 
tal Part; by animating them to fight the 


good Fight of Faith, that ther _ lay- 


'hold of Eternal Lie. * 


NE. 


So may you reaſonably Nane your- 
ſelves Comfort from them whilſt living, 


and if, as in the Courſe of Nature is moſt | 


probable, they are your Survivors ; you will 


look upon them in your laſt Hours, with 


increaſing Joy. Yo think with folid 
Satisfaction, of their Deliverance from the 
Love of this World, which you will then 
eſteem as nothing; you will cloſe your 
Eyes with the moſt comfortable Proſpect, 


a dying Parent can have before him, next 


to that of his own Everlaſting Salvation; 


the Proſpect of meeting your Children at 
the f Hand of God. 
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